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democracy. Although each shift of these alignments was due
to particular national policies, it equally meant that the foreign
policy of the third side in the triangle was at that moment
dictated by events. The result was twenty years of extreme
political instability in Europe, and the emergence of a system
of great alliances even more nerve-racking than in the years
before 1914.
The situation v/as still further complicated—and here with
particular effect in France—by the co-existence, alongside
these national conflicts, of a social and ideological conflict. Each
of the three groups came, by the nineteen-thirties, to represent
a specific kind of political, social and economic regime, even a
Weltanschauung, either Liberal, Fascist or Communist. These
differences of social structure and outlook were not distinct,
but overlapped, so that any two could contend that they had
certain features in common. Thus arose 'ideological fronts',
usually negative in label—the 'anti-Comintern Pact' for the
'defence of European civilization against Bolshevism': the
'anti-Fascist' coalition against aggressor nations: the denuncia-
tions of the 'imperialist pluto-democracies'. Each was a tune
played according to the drift of affinities at any one moment.
The result was peculiarly disruptive to the democracies: especi-
ally to that which was already internally split on other lines,
the Third Republic. This nexus of continental and even world
forces alone explains the acuteness of political conflicts in
France of the nineteen-thirties.
Within this general framework French foreign policy passed
through characteristic phases. In so far as the years 1919-23
were a phase of consolidation and attempted enforcement of
the peace settlement, and the war against Bolshevism went on
until 1921, and the final treaty between.belligerents was the
Treaty of Lusanne with Turkey in 1923, these first four years
after the war may be regarded as essentially part of the period
of peace-making. In France they saw the ascendancy of the
Bloc National and the Right-wing nationalism of Poincare.
French policy remained, in many ways, indistinguishable from
that followed by Clemenceau at the Paris Conference: the
policy of'making Germany pay' and 'keeping Germany down'.

